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Unit 13--Section 3: Country Area Studies--

Gulf States
Objectives

At the end of this section, you wll

Be aware of the following

Custodi an of the Two Holy Mosques
Suffrage issues in Kuwait

Nunber of foreign workers in sone Gulf States
Formation of the United Arab Emrates
Degree of religious freedomin the UAE
Kharijite Islam school of thought in Qran
| npact of Bedouin culture on Gulf States
Kur di sh concerns in Irag/lran

Ethnic groups in Iraq

Wnen's roles and mlitary status in Iraq
Di stinct Shia practice in Iran

Shia | eadership in Iran

Bahai s and Zoroastrian practice and beli ef

|dentify

Patri archa

Cust odi an of the Two Holy Mbsques

Suf frage

Expatri at es

| badi Islam Kharijite Shia novenent
Am r

Di stinct Sunni and Shia practice in Yenen
Kurds, Yazidis, Turkonmans and Assyri ans
Fati ma

ALLAHU AKBAR

Baath Party

Good Works and Jihad practice in Iran

| mamat e, Mahdi

Moharram Husayn

Muj t ahi ds, ayatol | ah

Bahai s and Zoroastrian, Yasna
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Realize

Hej ab
Far si

Recent changes in status of wonmen in Saudi Arabia
Presence of fundanentalist extrem sts in GQulf Region
Distinct role of women in Bahrain’s work force
Citizenship practice in the UAE

| badi | eadership distinctives in Oman

Cl anni sh nature of gulf society and influence upon
| eadership practices

Hi storic cosnopolitan nature of gulf region

| npact on Yemen of the Sha’fi Sunni school of
t hought

Gender practices for urban and weal thy wonen in
Yenen

Femal e circunti sion practice in Yenen
| npact of Desert Stormon Iraqgi society

Shi a/ Sunni differences in Iraq s divorce and
i nheritance practice

St at us of Saddam Husayn in sonme Arab circles

“God is Geat” addition to Ilraqi flag during the
Persian Gulf crisis

Presence of wonen in lran’s revol ution
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Saudi Arabia
(sah-O0O-dee ah-RAY-be-ah)

SAUDI
ARABIA

Popul ati on
% under 15 years

Commo
TV
Radi o
Phone
Newspaper
Heal t h
Li fe Expectancy
Hospital s
Doctors
| MR
| ncone
Literacy Rate

85

18, 729, 576
43%

1.4
1.4
1:11
42: 1000
67/ 70
1: 359
1:523
49: 1000
$11, 000
62%
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m 100%

-- 95% Sunni (Wahhabi | nterpretation)
-- 5% Shi’a (Reside near Al Ahsa and Al Qatif in
Eastern Provi nce)

Publ i ¢ worshi p by non-Mislins prohibited

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Arab 90%
Afro-Asi an 10%

In the 1992 census, 4.6 mllion residents were
forei gners.

Expatriate | abor--34% of work force

3. Gender Issues

“The purpose of educating a girl is to bring her up in a
proper Islamc way so as to performher duty in life, be
an i deal and successful housew fe and a good not her,
ready to do things which suit her nature such as
teachi ng, nursing and nedical treatnent...ln practice,
educational options for girls at the pre-college |evel
were al nost identical to those for boys...only boys took
physi cal education, and only girls took hone econom cs.”

(Country Study, p. 98.)

Wnen constituted 7% of the work force in 1990.

“Many of the state-supported restrictions on wonen...did
not exist in the 1960s and 1970s. They were the product
of attenpts to reconcile famly and religious values with
opportunities and objectives that have grown out of the
devel opnent process and of increased religious

conservatism” (Country Study, pp. 106-107.)

“The conti nui ng dependence of wonen on nen. .. perpetuated
the famly as a patriarchal unit. Control of wonen
ensured femal e chastity and thus famly honor as well as
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the patrilineal character of the famly. |n Saudi
society in general, the role of wonen was basic to

mai ntai ning the structure of the famly and therefore of
society.” (Country Study, p. 68.)

4. Conflicts

Di sput ed boundary with Yenmen and UAE

Omership of Qarah and Umm al Maradi mi sl ands di sputed
Fundanental i st Extrem sts. For a discussion of the ties
of Saudi Arabia with mlitant extrem sts, see God Has

Ni nety- N ne Nanmes, p. 468. Author MIler points out
that. ..

“Shei kh Orar Abdel Rahman...convicted in 1995 of
conspiring to blow up New York buil dings, bridges, and
monunent s, preached for several years...in Riyadh.” (Mller,
p. 468.)

5. Unique Holidays/Observances
23 Sep 1932, Unification of the Kingdom

Traditional |slamc Holidays
Wor kweek from Saturday to Wednesday

6. Customs

Shar’ia entirely
“Quests in Saudia Arabia, whatever their nationality, are

subject to the sane rigorous Islamc |aw as Saudis. It
i's not uncommon for Westerners to be inprisoned in Saudi
Arabia for possessing an illegal substance. Saudi lawis
draconi an; thieves still have their hands anputated, and

capital crines are punished by public beheadings. Not
surprisingly, the populace is quite |aw abiding.” (Kiss,
Bow or Shake Hands, p. 322.)

“While Saudis are thankful for the protection of the
United States and the Western Alliance in the GQulf War
with Iraq, the government and nmuch of the popul ace are
anbi val ent about the West. Western values are seen as
decadent and threatening to the Saudi way of life. Any
change in this attitude will conme very slowy.” (Kiss,
Bow or Shake Hands, p. 323.)
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“The Matawain (religious police) enforce the nodesty of
dress in public. They have full civil authority to
arrest violators. |Indeed, where the jurisdiction of the
civil and religious police overlap, the civil authorities
generally defer to the Matawain. Wiile the ranks of the
Mat awai n i ncl ude a surprising nunber of foreign-educated
Saudi s, the ones enforcing Islamc |aw on street corners-
-and there are many--are usually uneducated zeal ots
brandi shing canel whips. Wstern wonen with skirts that
are too short can expect to have their |egs whipped by a
Mat awah. Mbst Westerners fall afoul of them sooner or
|ater. The Matawai n can be neither reasoned with nor

bri bed, only endured.” (Kiss, Bow, or Shake Hands, p.
329.)

Ki ng Fahd:

“...at Madina on Cctober 27, 1986 (or 24 Safar 1407 AH
in our Islamc cal endar), [King Fahd] expressed the wsh, in
an official letter to Crown Prince Abdallah, that henceforth
he be addressed only as ‘ Custodi an of the Two Holy Mosques,
and no | onger as ‘Your Majesty’ or any other secular title.”
(Khal ed bin Sultan, Desert Warrior, p. 23.)

7. Sources for Further Study

Al vi eza, Marianne, “Wnen of Saudi Arabia,” National Geographic,
Cct 87, pp. 423-453.

Canby, Thomas, “Persian GQulf After the Storm” National
Geogr aphic, Aug 91, pp. 36-59.

Jehl , Douglas, “A Tutorial for Young Saudis on Ways to Toil for
Money,” New York Tines, 20 Nov 96, p. Al

Jehl, Douglas, “Saudis’ Heartland is Seething with Rage at Rulers
and U.S.,” New York Tines, 4 Nov 96, p. 1.

Jehl , Dougl as, “Saudis Crack Down on an Cbscure Shiite MIlitant
G oup,” New York Tines, 31 Cct 96.
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Gulf States: Kuwait
(koo-WAYT)

Popul ati on 1,817, 397
% under 15 years 34%
Commo
TV 1:2
Radi o 1:1
Phone 1:4
Newspaper 55: 1000
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 73/ 78
Hospital s 1: 347
Doct ors 1: 515
| MR 12: 1000
| ncone $16, 900
Literacy Rate 74
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m 85%
- Shi'a 30%
- Sunni 45%
- Oher 10%

Christian, Hi ndu, Parsi, other 15%

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Kuwai ti 45%

O her Arab 35%

S. Asian 9%

Il rani an 4%

O her 7%

Expatriate | abor--34% (Asian, other M deast, African)

3. Gender Issues

Suffrage: Adult nmales who resided in Kuwait before 1920
and their nmal e descendants 21 years and ol der are
eligible to vote (only 10% of all citizens are thus
eligible).

1996 naturalized citizens (for at |east 30 years) becane
eligible to vote.

More than half the students at Kuwait University are
wonen, as famlies are nore likely to send boys abroad

for study.
4. Conflicts
“Smal |, clandestine leftist and Shi'a fundanentali st

groups are active.” (Country Study)

5. Unique Holidays/Observances
25 Feb 1948--National Day

19 Jun 1961- -1 ndependence from U. K
Traditional |slamc Cbservances
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6. Customs

“Q1 pays for free nedical care, education and socia
security. There are no taxes, except custons duties.”
(Worl d Al manac)

Ganbl i ng and al cohol forbidden
Islamic | aw based on the Shar’'ia

“Westerners often becone frustrated with the | ax Kuwaiti
attitude toward tinme. Kuwaitis seemto act as if they
have all the tinme in the world. Just renenber that the
Kuwai ti s consider Westerners insane for allowing tine
constraints to rule their lives. Kuwaitis viewtinme as
their servant, not their master.” (Kiss, Bow or Shake
Hands, p. 209.)

“Busi ness people traveling to Kuwait shoul d renenber that
the Kuwaiti merchant classes have been traders since
before the United States of Anerica cane into existence.
Kuwai ti busi ness people are very shrewd negoti ators; they
have had centuries of experience as traders and shoul d
not be underestimted.” (Kiss, Bow or Shake Hands, p.
211.)

7. Sources for Further Study

Canby, Thomas, “Persian GQulf After the Storm” Nati onal
Geogr aphic, Aug 91, pp. 36-59.

Jehl, Douglas, “For Kuwaitis, Self-Reliance Proves to be an
El usive Goal,” New York Tines, 23 Sep 96
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Gulf States: Bahrain
(bah-RIN, bah-RAYN)

BAHRAIN

d

(Bahrain is about the | and surface size of Menphis, Tennessee)

Popul ati on 575, 925
% under 15 years 31%
Commo
TV 1:2
Radi o 1:2
Phone 1:3
Newspaper N A
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 72/ 76
Hospital s N A
Doctors N A
| MR 18
| ncone $12, 100
Literacy Rate 84%
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m
- Shi'’a 70%
- Sunni 30%

Non- Musl i m f orei gners
- Christian 7%
- Hi ndu 8%

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Bahrai ni 63%

Asi an 13%

Arab (other than Bahraini) 10%

I rani an 8%

O her 6%

Expatriate | abor 53% of the workforce (Asian, M deast,
African and ot hers)

3. Gender Issues

No suffrage

Wnen conprise 18% of all enployees in the 1990s. They
wor k outside the home in far greater nunbers in Bahrain
than in any other state of the Arabian Peni nsul a.

Teachi ng, nursing and other less traditional roles define
their place of enpl oynent.

The | aw forbids discrimnation against working nothers.

4. Conflicts

D spute periodically with Qatar over the Hawar |slands

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

15 Aug 1971--1ndependence Day fromthe U K
16 Dec 61--1ndependence Day National Day
Traditional |slamc observances
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6. Sources for Further Study

Jehl, Douglas, “Bahrain Rulers Say They' re Determ ned to End
Village Unrest,” New York Tines, 27 Jan 97.
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Persian Gulf States: Qatar
(KAH-tahr)

Popul ati on
% under 15 years

Como

TV

Radi o

Phone

Newspaper
Heal t h

Li fe Expectancy

Hospital s

Doctors

I MR 20: 1000
| ncone
Literacy Rate

95

533, 916
30%

1
1
1

WNN

N A

70/ 76
1: 481
1: 671

$20, 820
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m 95% (Wahhabi interpretation of Sunni Islam

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Arab 40%

Paki stani 18%
| ndi an 18%

I rani an 10%

O her 14%

Expatriate | abor 73% of the total workforce

3. Gender Issues

No suffrage
7% of the total workforce are wonen

4. Conflicts

D spute with Bahrain over Hawar |slands

5. Unique Holidays/Observances
3 Sep 71--Independence Day (from U K.)
6. Customs

In 1993, “the majority of |aborers and m ddl e-1| evel
enpl oyees were foreigners. Al foreign workers require
sponsorship by a Qatari...” (Country Study)
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Gulf States: United Arab Emirates
(ah-MEER-its)

NITED ARAB

ol

97

Popul ati on 2,807,610
% under 15 years 35%
Commo
TV 1:12
Radi o 1:5
Phone 1:2
Newspaper N A
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 70/ 75
Hospital s 1: 292
Doct ors 1:618
| MR 21: 1000
| ncone $22, 480
Literacy Rate 71%
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m 96% ( Shi’ a--16%
Christian, H ndu, other 4%

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Emrian Arab--19%

Arab (other)--23%

S. Asian--50%

O her expatriats--8%

Less than 20% of the popul ation are UAE citizens.

“Foreigners, of whomthe nmajority are mal e workers,
account for 80% of the population.” (Country Study)

3. Gender Issues

No suffrage
Wnen are 6.2% of the workforce. Since the discovery of
oi |, expanded opportunities for wonen in workforce

(education and health fields).
2:1 wonren to nmen ratio at UAE University

4. Conflicts

Clainms for two Gulf Islands (Abu Musa and Tunb) with Iran
cause controversy

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

2 Dec71--1ndependence Day fromthe U K

6. Customs

“...federation of seven separate amrates that had
joined together in the wnter of 1971-72 to forma single
i ndependent country.” (Country Study)
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“Al t hough varying fromamrate to amrate, the degree of
religious freedomafforded non-Muslins is greater in the
UAE than in Saudi Arabia and Qater.

For exanple, non-Muslins are permtted to worship but
not to proselytize. There are several large Christian
churches and schools in the UAE, primarily in Dubayy and
Abu Dhabi.” (Country Study, p. 209.)

7. Sources for Further Study

“One Man’s Vision,” New York Tines, 15 Cct 96, p. A7.
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Gulf States: Oman
(oh-MAHN)

Popul ati on 2,125,089
% under 15 years 46%
Commo
TV 1:1
Radi o 1:2
Phone 1:6
Newspaper N A
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 68/ 72
Hospital s 1: 380
Doct ors 1:1078
| MR 34:1000
| nconme $10, 020
Literacy Rate 41%
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1. Religious Groups

Most Omanis are Muslins. |badi |slam mkes up 75% of
t hi s group.

| badi Islamtraces its history fromthe Kharijite Shi’a
school of thought. |In controversy over the assassination
of the third caliph (Uhman), part of Ali’s arny left his
canp, thus being referred to as “kharijites” (ones who

|l eave). Kharijites “al so becane a designation for

Musl ims who refused to conprom se with those who differed
fromthem Their actions caused the Sunni comrunity to

consi der them assassins.” (Country Study, p. 16.)

“In the eighth century, sonme Kharijites began to
nmoderate their position. Leaders arose who suppressed
the fanatical elenent...and discouraged their followers
fromtaking up arns against other Islamc
| eaders...[They] held high standards for personal conduct
and spiritual values. One of these religious |eaders, or
i mns, was Abd Allah ibn Ibad...[H s] followers, known as
| badi s, becanme the | eaders of Oman.” (Country Study p.
17.)

“Whereas Sunni and Shia traditionally have focused on a
single | eader, referred to as caliph or imam |Ibadis
permt regions to have their own imans.” (p. 19).

“I badi | eaders usually controlled the nountainous
interior [of Omn] while, for the nost part, foreign
powers controlled the coast.” (p. 19)

Hi ndus (foreign workers)

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

“Most Omani s are Arabs, although nunmerous citizens [are]
of non-Arab African origin.” (Country Study, p. 254.)

23 % of the population are foreigners. The foreign
communi ty includes Egyptians, Pakistanis, |Indians and

ot hers.

3. Gender Issues

A few wonen are allowed to enlist in the arned forces.
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4. Conflicts

No defined boundary w th UAE

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

18 Nov 1940, National Day

6. Customs

“The gulf states have not granted citizenship freely for
two reasons: first, they are reluctant to share wealth
with recent arrivals; second, the tribal nature of gulf
soci ety does not admt new nenbers easily. A tribe
usually traces its lineage to a particul ar [named]
ancestor.” (See Country Study, pp. 37-39, or Unit 9,

Et hnic G oups.)
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Gulf States: Yemen
(YEH-mehn)

Popul ati on 14,728,474
% under 15 years 50%
Commo
TV 1: 34
Radi o 1: 39
Phone 1:83
Newspaper N A
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 62/ 64
Hospital s 1: 995
Doct ors 1: 5,531
| MR 58: 1000
| ncone $1, 995
Literacy Rate 38%
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m

--Sunni (Sha’fi) “In 1985 slightly nore than half the
citizens of North Yenmen and alnost all in South Yenen were Sunn
Muslinms of the Shafii school. The Shafii school follows the
t eachi ngs of Muhammad ibn Idris al Shafii, a |egal scholar who
lived from 768-820...Shafii took a noderate position between the
Mal i ki school, which enphasi zes hadith as source of law, and the
Hanafi school, which depends on...reasoning by anal ogy from
earlier cases...Shafii was extrenely factual in his approach to
Islamc law, allowing little roomfor personal opinion or whim
he approached the Qur’an historically and advocated that a jurist
shoul d possess a thorough conmand of the grammar of the | anguage
as it was used at the tinme of the Prophet.” (Country Study, pp.
30-31.)

--Shi’a (Zaydi) “Unlike nost Shias...the Zaydis assert
that Ali was Muhanmad’ s choi ce because of his personal nerits
rat her than because of sone special inheritance that is
automatically passed on to descendants..

The Zaydi s believe that the i mam nust be chosen from anong
Ali’s descendants, or the Ahl al Bayt (People of the House),
according to personal nerit... The imamis elected at a neeting of
three groups that represent the conmmunity as a whol e: the ulam
(religious authorities), tribal chiefs, and comunity | eaders.”

(Country Study, p. 26.)

Smal | Jewi sh, Christian and Hi ndu gat herings

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Predom nately Arab; Afro-Arab in the western coast; S.
Asian in the south; small European elenents in |arge
cities

3. Gender Issues

Suf frage uni versal 18+

“Urban wonmen and weal thy rural wonmen tend to experience
the strictest seclusion.” (Country Study)

104



Unit 13--Section 3: Country Area Studies--Gulf States

In the fornmer south Yenen in the m d-1980s, wonen
conposed 50-60% of the workers on state farns.

Citoridectony (female genital cutting). “One source

reports that femal e circuntision was ‘w despread’ in the
m d- 1980s. As of 1979 clitoridectonmy was certainly |egal
but not encouraged. Citoridectony is not prescribed by

Islam..” (Country Study, p. 235.)

4. Conflicts
Undefi ned boundary with Saudi Arabia
N'S Yemen unification signed 29 Mar 79. Formally united
21 May 90. dCdan based rivalries led to civil war in

1994. North captured Aden Jul 94. New constitution
i naugur ated 28 Sep 94.

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

22 May 1990, Proclamation of the Republic

6. Sources for Further Study

Geni esse, Jane, “The View fromthe Roof of Arabia,” New York
Tinmes, 3 Cct 96, pp. 12-14.
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Iraq
(I-RAK, ee-RAHK)

Popul ati on 20, 643, 749
% under 15 years 48%
Commo
TV 1:19
Radi o 1:6
Phone 1: 25
Newspaper 37:1000
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 66/ 68
Hospital s 1: 568
Doct ors 1:1922
| MR 62: 1000
| ncone $2, 000
Literacy Rate 89%
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1. Religious Groups

Musl i m 97% (20, 024, 455)
- Shia (60-65%
- Sunni (32-37%
Christian and O her 3% (619, 313)

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Arab 75-80%

Kurdi sh 15-20% “The Kurds inhabit the highlands and
mountain valleys, and traditionally they have been

organi zed on a tribal basis...The historic enmty between
the Kurds and the central Arab government has contri buted
to the tenacious survival of Kurdish culture.

The Kurds’ nost distinguishing characteristic, and the
one that binds themto one another, is their |anguage...

The Kurds have been | ocked in an unremttingly violent
struggle with the central governnent in Baghdad al nost
since the founding of the Iraqi republic in 1958.”
(Country Study, pp. 83-84.)

“The Yazidis (yeh-ZHEE-dees) are of Kurdish stock but
are distingui shed by their unique religious fusion of
el emrents of paganism Zoroastrianism Christianity, and
Islam They live in small and isol ated groups...They are
i npoveri shed cultivators and herdsnen...Hi storically,
t hey have been subject to sharp persecution because of
their heretical beliefs and practices.” (p. 85)

Tur koman--1less than 2% “The Turkomans...are village
dwel lers in the northeast...[who] speak a Turkish dial ect
(Country Study p. 85.)

Assyrian--less than 1%

“...they speak Aramaic. The Assyrians live mainly in the
major cities and in the rural area of northeastern Iraq,
where they tend to be professionals and busi nessnen or

i ndependent farmners.
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They are Christians, belonging to one of four churches:
t he Chal dean (Uniate), the Nestorian, the Jacobite or
Syrian Orthodox, and the Syrian Catholic. There is also
a small nunber of Armenians.” (Country Study, p. 86.)

3. Gender Issues

Wnen in | abor

“In order to field a sufficient force, [Iran] has
nmobi | i zed wonen. Foreign contractors have encountered
wonen supervi sors on huge construction projects, wonen
doctors in the hospitals, and even wonen perform ng | aw
enforcenent roles. This emancipation--extraordinary for
an Arab country--was sanctioned by the governnent, which
i ssued a significant anount of propaganda publicizing the
role of wonen in helping to wn the [lran-Iraq] war.

The governnment further nmaintained that after the war
wonmen woul d be encouraged to retain their newfound work
roles; this was doubtful, however, because in the sane
breath the governnment declared its determ nation to
increase the birthrate.” (Country Study, p. 113.)

Mlitary nenbership “Although wonen were not
conscripted...they could be comm ssioned as officers if
they held a health-related university degree, and they
coul d be appointed as warrant officers or NCGs in arny
medi cal institutes if they were qualified nurses.

The vast majority of wonen in the armed forces held
adm nistrative or nedical-related positions, but an
i ncreasi ng nunber of wonmen performed in conbat functions
after 1981. Wnen were serving in conbat roles both in
the air force and in the Air Defense Command in 1987.”

(Country Study, p. 221)

Shi ' a/ Sunni di fference.

“Shi’a practice differs fromthat of Sunnis concerning
both divorce and inheritance in that it is nore favorable
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to wonen. The reason for this reputedly is the high
esteemin which Fatima (FAHL-tee-nmah), the wife of Ali
and the daughter of the Prophet, was held.” (Country

Study, p. 95.)

4. Conflicts

| ran/1raq War

“Iran and Iraq restored diplomatic relations in
1990 but are still trying to work out witten
agreenents settling outstanding disputes fromtheir
ei ght-year war concerni ng border demarcation, prisoners
-of -war, and freedom of navigation and soverei gnty over
the Shatt al Arab waterway.” (CA)

“Viewed froma historical perspective, the
out break of hostilities in 1980 was, in part, just
anot her phase of the ancient Persian-Arab conflict that
had been fuel ed by twentieth-century border disputes.”

(Country Study, p. 65.)

“The war...had serious effects on Iragi society,
exacerbating the strained relations of Iragi Arabs with
the leading mnority, the Kurds. The war, however,
exerted a positive influence by pronoting a greater
sense of national unity, by dimnishing differences
bet ween Shias and Sunnis, and by inproving the role of

woren.” (Country Study, p. XXX.)

Kuwai t | nvasi on

“I'n Novenber 1994, Iraq formally accepted the U\
demar cat ed border with Kuwait which had been spelled
out in Security Council Resolutions...this formally
ends earlier clains to Kuwait and to Bubiyan and \Warbah
islands.” (ClA)

Saddam Husayn: Denonstrating great courage and a
bol dhearted perseverance to defend honor were two
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vi rtues Saddam Husayn possessed during the conflict.
St andi ng his ground, surviving, and seeing his eneny go
down in elections (President Bush) gives Husayn grounds
for admration in many circles. (See Farah, p. 11.)

Potential dispute with Turkey for Tigris and Euphrates
Ri vers

“The Kurds have been |l ocked in an unremttingly violent
struggle with the central governnent in Baghdad al nost
since the founding of the Iraqi republic in 1958.”

(Country Study, p. 84.)

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

3 Cct 1932--I1ndependence fromthe League of Nations
mandat e under Britain

17 Jul 68--Anniversary of the Revol ution

6. Customs

Secul ar state, though governnent capitalized on the
religious appeal during Desert Storm

“[ The] phrase ALLAHU AKBAR (uhl -1 ah-hoo AHK-bar, God is
Great) in green Arabic script--Allahu to the right of the
m ddl e star [of the Iraqi flag] and Akbar to the left of
the mddle star--was added in January 1991 during the
Persian Gulf crisis...” (CA

Baath party (BAAH-th, Arab Socialist Resurrection--
uni fi ed denocratic socialist Arab nations). Socialize
the econony and create a unified Arab nation. The party
derived fromthe foundi ng congress in Damascus in 1947.

110



Unit 13--Section 3: Country Area Studies--Gulf States

7. Sources for Further Study

Canby, Thomas, “Persian GQulf After the Storm” Nati onal
Geogr aphic, Aug 91, pp. 36-59.

MacFar quhar, Neil, “After War and Bl ockade, Crinme Frays Life in
Iraq,” New York Tines, 18 Oct 96, p. AS.

MacFar quhar, Neil, “lraq at Play: Eliza Doolittle is a Belly
Dancer,” New York Tines, 11 Oct 96, p. A3.

Severy, Merle, “lraq, Crucible of Cvilization,” National
Geographic, May 91, pp. 103-115.
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Iran

Popul ati on 64, 625, 455
% under 15 years 45%
Commo
TV 1: 26
Radi o 1:5
Phone 1:16
Newspaper 27:1000
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 66/ 68
Hospital s 1: 650
Doctors 1: 2000
| MR 55: 1000
| ncone $4, 780
Literacy Rate 66
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1. Religious Groups

Shi’a Muslim-95% (63,979,000). Distinctive Shi’a
practice includes:

- Seven pillars of faith.

In addition to the five pillars shared with al
Musl i ms, nost Shia practitioners add (6) Jihad--the
crusade to protect Islamc |ands, beliefs and
institutions and (7) the requirenent to do good works
and avoid all evil thoughts, words and deeds.

- Five basic principles of faith (the first three being
shared by nost all Muslins). (1) One God; (2) the
Prophet Muhanmad is the last of the |ine of prophets
chosen by God; (3) the resurrection of the body and
soul ;

(4) Divine justice will reward/ punish believers
according to their actions and wll; (5) the Twelve
| mans, successors to Muhammad, were sinless and free
fromerror, chosen by God t hrough Mihanmad.

- Imamate (ee-MAHM uh). A spiritual and politica
| eader conbi ned.

- The Twelfth | nam

“Shias...believe that the Twel fth | mam has never
di ed, but disappeared fromearth in about A D. 939.
Since that time the greater [state of hiding] of the
Twel fth I mam has been in force and will last until God
commands the Twelfth Imamto manifest hinself on earth
again as the Mahdi, or Messi ah.

Shias believe that during the greater [hiding] of
the Twelfth Ilmamhe is spiritually present--sone
believe that he is materially present as well--and he
i's besought to reappear in various invocations and
prayers.” (Country Study, p. 117.)

- Oher distinctive religious obligations include
observance of the nonth of martyrdom Moharram (nmuh-
HAHR-rahm), and pilgrinmages to the shrines of the
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Twel ve Imanms and their various descendants. NMharram
observance comrenorates the death of the Third | mam
Husayn near Karbala, Iraq in A D. 680.

- Myjtahids (MJZHtah-hid) are religious |eaders of

hi ghest authority. They are scholars in the science of
religion (the Qur’an, traditions of Muhanmad and the

i mans, |egal practice and theol ogy) and denonstrate the
ability to decide on matters of religious conduct.

“Since the md-nineteenth century it has been
common for several nujtahids concurrently to attain
prom nence and to attract |large follow ngs. During the
twentieth century, such nmujtahids have been accorded
the title of ayatollah (a-yat-ool-LAH).” (Country

Study, p. 124.)

Sunni Muslim-4%

Bahai s (bah-H): (350,000). Bahais |lived scattered in
smal | communi ties throughout Iran, being concentrated in
Tehran. They originated during the 1840s as a Shia
reform st novenent. “By the early twentieth century,
Bahai sm had evol ved into a new religion that stressed the
br ot herhood of all peoples, equality of the sexes, and

paci fism” (Country Study, p. 127.)

Christian (282,000). Armenian and Assyrian Christians
are official religious mnorities. Anglicans receive
persecuti on.

Jew sh (50,000). The Iranian Jewi sh community is one of
the oldest in the world.

Zoroastrian (zohr-oh-AS-tree-ahn):(32,000). Concentrated
in Tehran, Kernan and Yazd, Zoroastrian belief devel oped
inlran in the seventh century B.C. It is an official
Iranian religious mnority. The Iranian speaki ng prophet
Zar at hustra founded the religion.

Distinctive beliefs/practice includes:

- A dualistic universe, wth forces of good and evil.
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- There is a beginning and ending of the world with a
final battle resulting in eternal life for the
good and anni hilation for the evil.

- Yasna (YAS-nuh), the main rite of worship, takes
place in fire tenples.

- The rite of passage is initiation into the religion
at 15 years of age.

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

Persian 51%

Azer bai jani (ah-zahr-bi-JAH nee), 24% These Turkic
speaki ng peoples live nostly in the northwestern corner
of the country. Their |anguage, Azarbaijani, is simlar
to Turkish except wwth different accents. Lifestyle of
bot h urban and rural Azarbaijanis do not differ
significantly fromthat of Persians.

G | aki and Mazandarani 8% (Persian dial ect speaking
peopl es)

Kurd 7%

Arab 3%

Lur (and Bakhtiaris) 2% (Shia Muslins who speak an

| ndo- I rani an | anguage)

Bal och 2% These sem -nomadic farnmers |ive near the
Paki stan and Afghani stan borders. The poorest and | east
educated of Iranian ethnic groups, Baloch peoples are
difficult for the governnent to control

Turknmen 2%

3. Gender Issues

Wnen were active participants in the revol ution which
toppl ed the Shah. Large nunbers participated in street
denonstrati ons.

The governnent inposes the Hejab (HEHZH yuh, properly
nodest attire for wonmen) to enforce the traditional role
of wonen in secul ar society.

Since 1986, wonen receive governnent encouragenent to be
part of the mlitary.
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4. Conflicts

Periodic flare-ups with the UAE arise over Abu Misa
Island in the Persian Gulf.

Non-1slam sts. Presently, a deadly silence is inposed
(by the ruling clerics) on all non-lIslamsts. This
silence applies not only to secular Iranians but also to
| sl am ¢ groups not sharing the regine’s Islamc vision as
wel | .

Since 1979, the Bahai sect receives governnent
persecuti on.

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

1 APR 1979--Proclamation of the Islamc Republic of Iran

6. Customs

O ficial language is Farsi (Persian)

Progressive Islamc refornmers in Iran either (1) seek to
gradual ly open the systemfromw thin or (2) quietly
guestion whether mlitant |Islamc government is workable
in the nodern world (see God Has Ni nety-Ni ne Nanes, p.
467) .

7. Sources for Further Study

G eenburg, Joel, “lran’s Party of God Puts Deep Roots in
Lebanon,” New York Tines, 11 Apr 96, p. A2.

MacFar quhar, Neil, “Wth M xed Feelings, lIran Tiptoes to
Internet,” New York Tines, 8 Cct 96, p. A4.

Rachlin, Nahid, Married to a Stranger, (San Francisco: Gty
Li ghts, 1983). Engrossing novel describing wonen s issues
in lran during the seventies.

Sciolino, Elaine, “Casting a New lran in the A d Role of a
Friend,” New York Tines, 22 Sep 96, p. EA4.

Sciolino, Elaine, “In Wrld Flux, a Constant: U.S. and lIran Stil
Foes,” New York Tines, 29 Dec 96, p. AS8.
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Vocabulary List: Country Area Studies--
Gulf States

ALLAHU AKBAR (uhl -1 ah-hoo AHK-bar) God is G eat
Amir (ah MR Commander, ruler, prince

Assyrians lragi ethnic group who live in major cities or rural
northeastern Iraq. Oten professionals, business advocates
or independent farnmers. Most are Christian.

Ayatollah (a-yat-ool -LAH) Mijtahjids who have attained
prom nence and attracted a | arge foll ow ng.

Baath Party (BAAH-th) Arab Socialist Resurrection party which
uni fied the denocratic socialist Arab nations. Its founding
congress was in Damascus in 1947.

Bahais (bah-HAH-ee) Oiginally a Shia reform st novenent, this
group devel oped into a religion stressing brotherhood of
all, equality of sexes and pacifism

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Title taken in 1986, by King
Fahd of Saudi Arabia. No longer is he called “Your Mjesty”
or other secular titles.

Expatriates Persons who live apart or withdraw fromtheir native
| and or country

Farsi (Persian) Oficial |anguage of Iran

Fatima (FAHL-tee-mah) Wfe of Ali and daughter of the Prophet
Muhamrad

Hejab (HEHZH yuh) Properly nodest attire for wonen used to
enforce traditional wonen’s roles in secular society

Husayn (hoo-SAYN) The third Imam killed near Karbala in Iraq
in AD. 680. His death is especially renenbered by Shi’a
Musl i .
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Ibadi Islam (ah- ee- BAD- ah) Traces its history fromthe Kharijite
Shi"a school of thought. In Oman during the eight century,
one of the | eaders who surfaced to suppress fanati cal
el ements of the Kharijite school was Abd Al ah ibn I bad.

H's followers became known as Ibadis, the | eaders of Oman.

Imamate (ee- MAHM uh) Spiritual and political |eader conbined.
Prom nent in Iraqg.

Kharijite Shi'a Islam (ah khahr - ee- JEEN) In controversy over the
assassination of the third caliph (U hman), part of Ali’s
arny left his canp, thus being referred to as ‘kharijites’
(ones who leave). Kharijites also becane a designation for
Musl inms who refused to conprom se with those who differed
fromthem Their actions caused the Sunni comrunity to
consi der them assassins.

Kurds Iraqgi ethnic group which inhabit highlands and nountain
val l eys. Kurds speak a distinct |anguage.

Mahdi (MEH-dee) Messianic figure, a reappearance of the Twel fth
| mam who is presently in hiding

Moharram (nmuh-HAR-rahnm) Month during which nmany Shia Mislimnms
remenber the martyrdom of Husayn and his 70 foll owers.

Mujtahids (MJZH-ta-hids) Religious |eaders (Shia) of the highest
authority...Scholars in the science of religion who al so
denonstrate an ability to decide on matters of religious
conduct .

Patriarchal Having to do with the father or ruler of a clan or
famly; one of the male founders of the famly

Suffrage The right to vote

Yazidis (yeh-ZHEE-dee) Iraqi Kurdish ethnic group which fuses
el emrents of paganism Zoroastrianism Christianity, and
I slam | npoverished and isol ated, often they have
experi enced persecution.

Zoroastrian (zohr-oh-AS-tree-uhn) Iranian religious mnority
founded by Zarathustra. Good/evil, final great battle and
fire tenple rites (Yasna) are sone of its distinct beliefs.
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Review Quiz: Area Country Studies--
Gulf States

Part 1--Matching Place the letter of the
nost correct response in the blank provided.

1. Pat ri ar chal A God is Geat.
2. Cust odi an of the B. Commander, ruler, prince.
Hol y Mosques
3. Suf frage C. lragi ethnic group who live in
maj or cities or rural
4. Expatri at es northeastern lraq. Oten
pr of essi onal s, busi ness
5 | badi | slam advocat es, or independent
farmers. Most are Christian.
6. Kharijite Shia
D. Myjtahjids who have attained
7. Am r prom nence and attracted a | arge
fol | ow ng.
8. Kur ds
E. Arab Socialist Resurrection
9. Yazi di s party which unified the
denocratic socialist Arab
10. Assyri ans nations. |Its foundi ng congress
was in Damascus in 1947
1. Fati ma
F. Oiginally a Shia reform st
12. ALLAHU AKBAR nmovenent, this group devel oped
into a religion stressing
13. Baath Party br ot herhood of all, equality of
sexes and pacifism
14. | mamat e
G Title taken in 1986, by King
5. Mahdi Fahd of Saudi Arabia. No |onger
is he called “Your Mjesty”
16. Mohar r am or other secular titles.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Husayn

Muj t ahi ds
Ayat ol | ah
Bahai s

Zor oastri an
Hej ab

Far si

H Persons who |ive apart or
withdraw fromtheir native | and
or country.

. Oficial |anguage of Iran.

J. Wfe of Ali and daughter of the
Prophet Mihanmad.

Properly nodest attire for wonen
used to enforce traditional
wonen’ s roles in secul ar

soci ety.

The third Imam killed near
Karbala in Iraqg in 680 AD. H's
death is especially renenbered
by Shia Muslins.

Traces its history fromthe
Kharijite Shi’a school of

t hought. In Oran during the

ei ghth century, one of the

| eaders who surfaced to suppress
fanatical elenents of the
Kharijite school was Abd All ah
ibn Ibad. H's followers

becane known as Ibadis, the

| eaders of Oman.

Spiritual and political |eader
conbi ned. Prom nent in Iraq.

I n controversy over the
assassination of the third
caliph (Uthman), part of Ali’s
arny left his canp, thus being
referred to as “kharijites”
(ones who leave). Kharijites
al so becanme a designation for
Muslims who refused to
conprom se with those who
differed fromthem

Iragi ethnic group which inhabits
hi ghl ands and nount ai n val | eys.
Thi s group speaks a distinct

| anguage.
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Q

Messianic figure, a reappearance of
the Twelfth Imamwho is presently in
hi di ng.

Mont h during which many Shia Mislins
remenber the martyrdom of Husayn and
his 70 foll owers

Rel i gi ous | eaders (Shia) of the

hi ghest authority...Scholars in the
science of religion who al so
denonstrate an ability to decide on
matters of religious conduct.

Having to do with the father or ruler
of a clan or famly; one of the male
founders of the famly.

The right to vote.

| ragi Kurdish ethnic group which
fuses elenents of traditional belief,
Zoroastrianism Christianity, and

I slam | npoverished and i sol at ed,
often they have experienced
persecuti on.

Iranian religious mnority founded by
Zarat hustra. Good/evil, final great
battle and fire tenple rites (Yasna)
are sone of its distinct beliefs.

Part 2--Multiple Choice

nost correct answer in the blank provided.

Pl ace the letter of the

1. Saudi Arabia follows which school of Islamc thought?

A. Kharijite Shia
B. Wahhabi Sunni

C. Mahdi Triunphal i sm
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2. What gulf country has the hi ghest percentage of wonen

who wor k outside the house?

A. Saudi Arabia

B. Kuwait
C. Bahrain
3. In what two M ddl e East states do foreigners outnunber

nati ve wor kers?

A. Jordan and Syria
B. Qatar and UAE
C. Yenen and Dji bouti

4. In what gulf country is the highest degree of religious

freedom gi ven to non-Mislins?

A. Qman
B. Saudi Arabia
C. UAE
5 The nost di stinguishing characteristic of Kurdish

culture is their

A. clothing style.
B. node of transportation.
C. | anguage.

6. After Desert Shield/ Storm Farewell, sonme M ddl e East
peopl es | ook on Saddam Husayn in heroic terns because he
di spl ayed agai nst many maj or world powers.

A. tactical conpetence
B. courage and willingness to uphold honor

7. What Iranian |Islam c school of thought believes the 12

imans to be sinless and free fromerror?

A. Sunni s
B. Shi as
C. Bahai s
8. Sone lIranian Shia Muslins look to the Twelfth Imamto

mani fest hinmself on earth again as the

A. Ayatoll ah
B. Gand | mam
C. Mahdi
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9. VWhat M ddl e East country traces its religious history

fromthe Kharijite (ones who | eave) school of thought?

A. Tunisia

B. Oman
C. Syria
10. One of the reasons sone gulf states do not freely grant

citizenship is

A. their historic non-cosnopolitan character.

B. their dislike of outsiders.

C. the historic clan nature of gulf society which traces
| ineage to a particular ancestor.

1. What best describes clan | eadership style?
A. “All power rests in one.”
B. “First anong equal s”--coll ective | eadership.
C. “First born always rules.”

12. In Iraq, what was not a consequence of the lran/lraq

A. Strained Arab/Kurd rel ations
B. Pronotion of national unity
C. Stifled position of wonen

13. The Bahai faith originated in
A lragq.
B. Iran.
C. Israel.

14. Zoroastrian faith is an official religion of

A. Egypt.
B. Afghani st an.
C

| ran.

15. The official |anguage of Iran is

A. Arabic.
B. Farsi.
C. Pasht un.
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Part 3--True or False Place the correct letter
(T or F) in the blank provided.

1. In Saudi Arabia, many of the restrictions upon wonen are

of recent (last 20-25 years) origin.

2. In Kuwait, only 10 percent of all citizens are eligible
to vote
3. In the Gulf, the existence of ruling famlies is a good

exanpl e of the inportance of Arab clans in the region.

4. | sl am encour ages and advocates female genital cutting.

5. The Iran/lraq war contributed nuch to the emanci pation

of lragi wonen.

6. In Iraq, Shia Islamdivorce/inheritance practice is nuch

nmore favorable to wonen than Sunni | sl am

7. Seen in historical light, the Iran/lraq war was but

anot her mani festati on of the ancient Persian/ Arab conflict.

8. The phrase ALLAHU AKBAR (God is Great) has been a part
of the Iraqi flag since the 1950s.

9. | ran does allow sone Christian mnorities.

10. Wnen were active participants in the revolution which

toppl ed the Shah of Iran.

“Thi nk about why life is good.”
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